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Alexandria’s City Staff is rushing to develop a Beauregard Corridor Plan that will create another disaster in the West End, like the BRAC at Mark Center.  Without defining problems or needs of the community, the Staff is pressing for redevelopment and increased density.  This process should be postponed until after the BRAC traffic improvements are built, the BRAC building is opened, and VDOT has found an acceptable alternative for improved access to the Mark Center.

City Staff is out of touch with the reality and nature of the West End, which has the highest hills in Washington DC.  At the Beauregard Corridor meeting on January 20:

· One TES moderator suggested that the road system in the Beauregard Corridor be redeveloped into a walkable design like Old Town; not understanding the terrain or the width of some roadways (one intersection has eight lanes to navigate).

· Another TES presenter was wrong about the length of time it takes to walk on Seminary Road between Kenmore Avenue and Beauregard Street.  He said 10 minutes while residents know it is more like 30.

· Residents would like their area to be more walkable, but this means something different from the grid pattern found in Old Town.  They would like to have existing sidewalks connected; for example, on west side of Seminary Road from Kenmore Avenue to Beauregard Street (over I-395).

Continuing with the Beauregard Corridor Plan at this time is ill advised because of the dearth of information and the magnitude of changes coming.  

· Historically, information from Staff on traffic counts and measures to ameliorate congestion in the West End have been incorrect and ineffective.

· Staff has yet to provide information to the BRAC Advisory Group about the amount of open space the Army has built on in Mark Center and how much it will reimburse the City.

· Information about where BRAC workers live is still unavailable, making planning for their commute difficult.

If the Beauregard Corridor Plan process is allowed to continue, it will produce additional disasters in the West End that will haunt the City for decades along with the BRAC edifice.

Please delay it until 2012.  Thank you.
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