JBG plans to redevelop in Beauregard Corridor

By Nancy Jennings

Nancy Jennings attended the briefing on Saturday afternoon--March 6, 2010 from 2-5:30 p.m.--given by The JBG Companies about their properties in the Beauregard Corridor Plan Area. Council Member Del Pepper attended as did a dozen City staff, numerous contractors, and maybe 50-75 citizens. Her lingering cold kept me from the walking tour from 1-2. 

Basically, JGB is starting over with no preconceived plans except to redevelop their shopping mall (Starbucks, Giant, etc.) within the next five years. They own 2/3 of the land designated as the plan area in the Beauregard Corridor Plan. They plan to continue to participate in the Beauregard Corridor Plan meetings and will meet separately again with citizens on May 8-10. They welcome questions and comments at MarkCenterInfo@JBG.com. 

JBG's contractor for land use and planning--Viktor Dover--spoke about redeveloping to make a "place" and the town center concept. Residents quickly informed him that they did not want their neighborhood to look like Old Town. Density was discussed and numbers thrown about; basically they are thinking about doubling the number of residential units. 

JGB's transpiration contractor--Ian Lockwood—is with AECOM, which has projects to scale back highways and restore commercial/public areas in Portland, San Francisco, Chattanooga, and Trenton.  He advised against widening roads to end congestion, because it just attracts more vehicles.  He also advised against traffic circles with traffic lights but liked smaller roundabouts. 

