Background to the Community Concerns About the Beauregard Corridor Plan
You are no doubt familiar with various aspects of the "BRAC" building currently under construction at the intersection of Seminary Road and I-395.  To the extent it very materially differs from assurances and confirmations earlier provided by our City government, local residents have expressed grave concern about what we should ultimately expect from City government with respect to the evolving Beauregard Area Plan.  

Consider some of the key goals included in the Strategic Plan adopted by City Council in January 2006:

· "Ensure...new development...(is) compatible with the character and scale of...neighborhoods..."

· "...compatible with its natural environment..."

· "...highly transit oriented"

· "...encourage(s) community participation"

· "...environmental sensitivity..."

· "...increase open space..."

· "...expand the...tree canopy"

· "...improve the appearance of gateways..."

· "...increase...travel...by mass transit..."

· "...(increase) the real estate tax base..."

Do you feel BRAC, which City government encouraged to locate here, meets those goals?

Consider also our City's oft-repeated assertion that the BRAC development is in "general compliance" with the Special Use Permit for the site.  Yet:
	
	SPECIAL USE PERMIT
	ACTUAL BRAC BUILDING(S)

	Height (Building 3 vs. Tower 2)
	150 feet high
	247 feet = 65% taller

	Total footprint
	118,850 sq. ft.
	210,200 sq. ft. = 77% larger

	Open space
	6.5 acres
	little; none accessible to the public

	Market rate pricing for all parking spaces
	100%  market rate
	100% free

	Anticipated real estate taxes (present value)
	$60,000,000
	$ -0-

	Acres of mature trees
	5 acres
	virtually none

	Applicant was to "explore the possibility of an interchange ramp or construct comparable road improvements"
	a condition
	City Council waived this condition on January 24, 2004

	Bomb detection facility
	none
	Remote inspection facility on site


Do you consider that to be in "general compliance"?

The extensive traffic challenges remain unresolved despite our City government having written the Department of Defense that "While VDOT believes that additional traffic analyses...is warranted, the City is satisfied that the prior analyses which have met the City's rigorous standards sufficiently considered the impact..." and "...it is difficult to see how further studies are needed...".

Given the above, many citizens have expressed grave concern that development and re-development in the Beauregard Corridor will move forward with grossly inadequate attention given to the already failing transportation network.  Accordingly please go to the electronically tallied petition at:


LLIU

and sign the Petition which requests our City government adopt the policy:

"There be no increase in the building density currently allowed in the Beauregard Corridor area until transportation solutions identified by respected experts outside of Alexandria City government are fully implemented.  Promises are not an acceptable substitute for tangible, effective mitigation - mitigation which must focus on public transportation."
Further information and correspondence relative to many of the above issues can easily be viewed on the Lincolnia Hills/Heywood Glen blog (http://lhhgblog.wordpress.com/).

Thank you for taking the time to express your opinion and help protect our future.

�HYPERLINK "http://www.gopetition.com/petition/39264.html"�http://www.gopetition.com/petition/39264.html�








