SHA Taskforce on BRAC-133

Meeting - January 20, 2009

The first meeting of SHA’s Taskforce on BRAC-133 was held at Nancy Jennings’ home—2115 Marlboro Drive—at 9:00 AM on Tuesday, January 20, 2009.  Three members attended:  Dick Hayes, Joe Fischer, and Nancy Jennings.  They defined the issues, designed a proposal, and discussed the next steps forward.

Defined the Issues.  The SHA Taskforce members present concluded that:

· Citizens can do nothing to stop the BRAC-133 Building Project at Mark Center near the intersection of Seminary Road and N. Beauregard Street.

· Efforts by the West End Taskforce on BRAC-133 to improve the project have merit but have yet to get any traction.

· The National Capital Planning Commission has little authority over projects like the BRAC relocation so the City of Alexandria correspondence to this group may not achieve the desired outcome.

· The majority of shuttle buses to the facility will use 395 to travel between it and the Pentagon.  A few shuttle buses in the morning and evening may run from the facility to the metros at King Street and Van Dorn.

· Traffic generated by more than 6,000 people coming to and from work each day is expected to impact our citizens and neighborhoods mainly on Seminary, Jordan, Van Dorn, and Beauregard Streets.  Currently, traffic exiting 395 north and turning left onto Seminary Road (toward Skyline Center and Bailey’s Crossroads) backs up at the lights.  Frequently, frustrated drivers turn right onto Seminary Road and then do an illegal U-turn and go the other direction.  More vehicles at this bottleneck will make it fail and force traffic onto neighborhood streets.

Designed a Proposal.  SHA’s Taskforce advocates measures that will take pressure off of Seminary Road and Beauregard Street and have a minimal impact on residents:  
· BRAC-133 design and build a series of ramps from 395 into the Mark Center complex; adding ramps from the northbound and HOV lanes to the proposed ones for the southbound lanes (see attachment).

· The intersection of Seminary Road and Beauregard Street remain the same with only two-left turn lanes from Seminary onto Beauregard, since the new ramps would obviate the need for a third lane and thus save money.

· Swift action on achieving funding, approving the design and beginning construction so the ramps would be completed when the complex opens in 2011.

Next Steps.  Chair of the SHA’s Taskforce Nancy Jennings plans to:
· Contact Councilman Tim Lovain, who described the increase in traffic by the BRAC-133 as a “nightmare” after the SHA annual meeting in November, to present our “Proposal for Access to BRAC-133 from 395” to him to speak at a SHA meeting.

· Attend Transportation Commission meetings regularly to stay aware of City plans.

· Publicize our traffic concerns and proposal in the Gazette Packett, Alexandria News, and the Arlington/Alexandria Section of the Thursday Washington Post.

