BRAC-133 Advisory Group

Meeting – September 16, 2009

A lot of topics were discussed at the BRAC-133 meeting in September including the Vanasse Hagen Brustlin (VHB) BRAC report about transportation options that prompted Nancy Jennings to send an email on October 6 to the Mayor, Vice Mayor, and Members of City Council.  

At the end of the meeting—for 25 minutes—citizens vented their frustration with this advisory group process that wasted time on meaningless topics and failed to address public concerns.  Ad Hoc Advisory Group member Don Buch began the comment session with his “op ed.”  Nancy Jennings added that the number one concern of the Seminary Hill Association, Inc., is transportation and traffic.  She explained that SHA residents fear cut-through traffic and wish the City would follow its master transportation plan developed in 1995.  Vice Mayor Donley attended this BRAC meeting and heard citizen frustration.

Some of the topics:

Comprehensive Traffic Plan not expected until December.  Bob Garbacz of the City staff presented the Vanasse Hagen Brustlin (VHB) BRAC report that warned the level of service on the Seminary Road I-395 interchange would become D and F in 2011 when the BRAC opened and that supported building the additional left turn lanes on Seminary and Beauregard Roads.  A slip ramp into the complex from I-395 appears less and less likely.  VDOT will finish their study by December and Tom Farney said citizens should give their suggestions to the City staff (Bob Garbacz) who would forward them to Richmond!

Open space compensation still yet to be determined.  City staff have yet to compute the net amount of open space lost because of the BRAC development, the value of this space, and where mitigating space would be provided.

Beauregard Corridor Plan beginning October 29.  Forrol Hammer announced the first public meeting on the Beauregard Small Area Plan will be at 7 pm on October 29 at John Adams School.

No response from members of Congress—Senators Webb and Warner and Congressman Moran—to Delegate Charniel Herring’s letter of August 30, 2009 that appealed for funding of direct access from I-395 into the BRAC-133 facility.

City staff aware of impact of BRAC on school safety.  Director of Transportation David Rose advised that school safety during construction of the BRAC-133 is not expected to be a problem but will monitor and assess the impact on school bus schedules.

The Army Corps of engineers would support direct access from I-395 into the BRAC-133 site.

The Army hired Benam Group of SAIC to design a Traffic Management Plan (TMP) to get more than 6,000 employees into a place with fewer than 4,000 parking spaces.  Expect to deliver a plan in March 2010.

