Legislative Council, Virginia 

Public Hearing Meeting

Thursday, January 7, 2010

Comments of Nancy Jennings

on behalf of

Seminary Hill Association, Inc.

My name is Nancy Jennings and I live at 2115 Marlboro Drive.  I am a member of the BRAC Advisory Group and President of the Seminary Hill Association, Inc.  I’m speaking on behalf of Seminary Hill today. 

For the past year Seminary Hill Association has asked for direct access to and from all I-395 lanes into the BRAC-133 site at Mark Center, so that none of this traffic has to enter the Seminary Road Interchange and none of this traffic has to travel on any of Alexandria’s local streets.  We are continuing to work for better transportation alternatives than those presented to us by VDOT and hope that you will support our efforts to preserve our residential neighborhoods.

With that same goal in mind, Seminary Hill is opposed to the proposal to build the HOT lanes inside the Beltway because they would degrade the quality of life in our neighborhoods that border I-395.  Our concerns include safety, pollution, noise, and additional traffic getting access to neighborhood streets.

My understanding is that the contract to build these HOT lanes is yet unsigned, and we recommend you NOT allow it to be signed.  I can accept that Richmond agreed to a having a Texan construction company build Virginia’s roads, but why would we give an Australian company the right to charge us tolls for 75 years to use our own highway?

Please help us through VDOT to ameliorate traffic at the BRAC at Mark Center and stop the HOT lanes project inside the Beltway.
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