BRAC-133 ADVISORY GROUP

5600 Harding Avenue

Alexandria, VA 22311-5728

June 14, 2010

To the Editor:

In her letter of June 10 (“Making WHS Traffic Worse”), Nancy Almasi chastises Rep. Jim Moran for doing what we — the residents of the community in which the Washington Headquarters Service at Mark Center is being constructed — have been pleading with City, State, and U.S. Government officials to do ever since the supremely flawed decision was made to erect the BRAC-133 complex in our neighborhood. I would remind Ms. Almasi that under the Moran amendment, restricting the number of parking spaces available to WHS workers would be temporary — that is, until the Secretary of Defense submits to the Congressional defense committees a viable transportation plan for the BRAC-133 project and certifies that construction has been completed to provide adequate ingress and egress to and from the business park.

Ms. Almasi is correct in saying that there is no Metro or VRE station nearby to bring the huge influx of commuters to Mark Center. But that is no reason to open the floodgates to thousands of vehicles before the road infrastructure is in place to accommodate them. Anyone who travels along the Beauregard-Seminary and I-395 corridors near the complex can readily see that traffic is already unmanageable. What can a reasonable person expect to happen once the complex opens for business without additional access to the site? Even now, those of us on the West End worry about what might happen if a fire or medical emergency occurs during peak travel hours. 

We in the community that is and certainly will be most affected by the influx of 6,400 new workers into our neighborhoods are grateful to Congressman Moran for trying to help mitigate the negative impacts of this project. And yes, Ms. Almasi — we DO expect the Army to make good on its repeated assurances that a large majority of its workers subscribe to the “culture” DOD supports and will therefore use transit and carpools to enter the site. It’s unfortunate that Army officials didn’t consider the downside to its employees of constructing a twin-tower high-rise office complex in an area without a Metro, but now it is up to them to work with us in good faith, and as the “good neighbors” they profess to be, to support solutions to manage the traffic nightmare they have created. 

The legislation proposed by Congressman Moran is not designed to “punish” the military, as Ms. Almasi alleges, but rather to light a fire under the WHS so that it will begin to work in earnest with the Federal Highway Administration, VDOT, and the City of Alexandria to address the serious traffic issues that will be generated by BRAC-133.

There are ways WHS can work within the temporary parking limitations. For example:

•
First, and most important, it can work with FHWA, VDOT, and the City to fund, design, and construct a direct access route to the BRAC-133 site from I-395 and to make other appropriate road improvements.

•
Second, it can design an effective regional transit program utilizing WMATA, DASH, Fairfax Connector, and private bus lines along with a robust DoD shuttle system to transport WHS employees. WHS has a unique opportunity to do this now, as it is currently drafting its Transportation Management Plan.

If the Moran amendment is included in the final legislation, as we in the West End fervently hope it will, we can still expect a permanent remedy to be in place no earlier than 2014. That’s a long time for all of us to deal with the consequences of the Army’s decision to locate WHS at Mark Center, and until someone comes up with a better solution, this is the best one we see for now.

Sincerely,

Dave Dexter

Chairman

BRAC-133 Advisory Group

