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Highlights

This issue includes information on the following Fort Ward Park activities plus much more.

Radar Test Reveals 37 Possible Burial Locations in Park

Maintenance Yard Clean-up Continues

Fort Ward Park Advisory Group and History Workgroup Begin Work

Braddock Road Traffic

City Side-steps Water Problems

Tree Damage in Park and Oakland Baptist Church Cemetery

What’s Next in the Maintenance Yard?

Purpose

Fort Ward Park was established by the City of Alexandria, as a historic park, in 1964 through a collaborative effort which began in the early 1950’s between local homeowners, citizens, historians, civic associations, City Park and planning department managers and local elected officials. The purpose of this report is to provide community interests with information on what is being considered, proposed and underway in Fort Ward Park and its surrounding area. 

　

Good Things Are Happening In Fort Ward Park

a. City’s Radar Detects 37 Possible Burial Locations

On December 5, 2009, in a memo to Deputy City Manager Mark Jinks, Lance Mallamo, Director of the Office of Historic Alexandria, announced the preliminary results of the City’s ground penetrating radar (GPR) survey for portion of Fort Ward Park. Mr. Mallamo’s note indicated that “a total of 31 possible burial locations were discerned in 6 of the study areas“. 

Pam Cressey, the City Archeologist, verbally indicated at a January 9, 2010 Fort Ward History Workgroup Meeting that 37 burial areas were identified. The areas where the radar tests were conducted are described on a map prepared by the city. It includes the: Jackson Family Cemetery (7 possible burial areas); Old Graveyard Area (21 possible burial areas); Small Maintenance Yard (6 possible burial areas); and Large Maintenance Yard (4 possible burial areas).

Mr. Mallamo wrote in his report, “We are cautiously optimistic that the GPR survey at Fort Ward Park has yielded positive results. Although currently the results are somewhat difficult to understand (locations of graves without complete maps, putting maps all in the same direction, and historically accurate terms for areas are needed) the sample of burial "signatures" we were seeking may have been realized. However, 

it should be clear that these signature markings are possible burial locations, not definite. We will not know without ground-truthing in the spring“.

The City is preparing to advertise for a consultant to conduct more detailed archaeological research on these and other areas of the park using 2010 funds approved by the Mayor and City Council. This current historic preservation effort was sparked by community concerns, sent to the Director of the Office of Historic Alexandria in 2008, that city maintenance workers were inadvertently destroying existing grave stones in the park.

b. Maintenance Yard Clean-up Continues

The Recreation Department, with the support of City Council, the City Manager and City Deputy Manager, continued to clean out and clean up the park maintenance/ nursery yard. Just prior to Christmas Day the Recreation Department removed large piles of mulch, assorted debris, and other materials from the maintenance/ nursery yard which has served as a storage area for the City Horticulturalist, District Park maintenance vehicles and equipment, construction materials, debris, and solid waste. In addition to removing waste and mulch the greenhouse and office building were cleaned and a variety of materials including pesticides, fertilizers, a boat, building material, and nursery containers were removed. 

Unfortunately in December the city workers pushed one of the maintenance/ nursery yard mulch piles into the drainage swale adjacent to Marlboro Estates homes. This organic material is blocking the flow of storm water runoff along the park boundary and is likely to add to homeowner flooding problems. 

It is unclear when the city will complete the clean-out and clean-up effort. The greenhouse, office building and a chain-link fence around the yards were built without city permits and still need to be removed. This current park clean-up effort was sparked by homeowner concerns, brought to the attention of the Recreation Department, Mayor, and City Council in 2008, about city activities within this portion of the park. 

c. City Establishes Fort Ward Park Advisory Group 

On June 23, 2009 the Mayor and City Council adopted a proposal by James Hartmann, City Manager, to establish the Fort Ward Park and Museum Area Ad Hoc Stakeholder Advisory Group (Advisory Group). Members of the group, to be appointed by the City Manager, were to facilitate meetings, report and make recommendations to the City Manager, and then the City Council. This action came as a result of community interest and concerns in the activities, uses, protection, maintenance and operation of Fort Ward Park. 

This action by the Mayor and City Council created a process for city government and the public to enter into a year long inventory and analysis of the historical, natural and recreational resource values and uses; goals and objectives; issues and matters of concern; alternatives; and actions needed to protect the park and make it available to the public for their enjoyment and use. 

On December 8, 2009 the first meeting of the 10-person Fort Ward Advisory Group was held at the Fort Ward Park Museum. The meeting was co-chaired by James Spengler, Director of the Department of Recreation, Parks & Cultural Activities, and Lance Mallamo, Director of Historic Alexandria. 

Mr. Spengler told the group that their advice will go to staff. He encouraged them to look at the appropriate balance of activities including: active recreation, passive recreation; historic and archaeological protection and interpretation. He said he was looking for: 1) recommendations on balancing uses; 2) interim things done since the community meetings held in 2009; and 3) how do we balance long-term uses in 5-10 years. He noted that “eventually, there will be a long-term master plan for large parks”. The large park plan idea seems to mirror the February 16, 2009 proposal developed by Councilman Krupicka. 

Mr. Spengler went further to say that the group should use the archaeology work which is underway in the park as input to their effort. He noted that the group has one year unless they can convince City Council that their work should be continued.

He closed by saying he was looking for 3 things. First, he wants the group to look at community concerns such as park uses, crowds, and noise. He noted that the Recreation Department and the Office of Historic Alexandria have done things to respond to concerns. He asked the group, “Should we have other changes before next spring?”. 

He noted that the changes the city made to park uses have had unintended consequences at other park locations.

Second, he wants the group to think about the longer term view of the park. He wanted to know, “Has there ever been a really focused vision to honor this resource?” He noted that he thought there could be a set of guiding principles or objectives for the park.

Finally, Mr. Spengler said, “We appreciate it if everything you ask for is budget neutral”.

Lance Mallamo followed Mr. Spengler and opened by saying that he had “no preconceived notions on the recommendations the group should make”. He noted that Mr. Spengler has extensive experience, totaling more than 31 years, in park management. He noted that he himself has worked for Suffolk County, New York on recreation, historic preservation and park use.

Mr. Mallamo said that “this effort was a learning process for us“. He noted that the Museum has been here for 50 years. However in the 1960’s they weren’t focused on social history but we are now. He added that “we haven’t focused on African American history”. 

Mr. Mallamo continued by telling the group that his office has tried to “hit the ground running and tried to readjust their priorities in response to the 2009 public meetings“. He noted

that, in addition to the $50,000 approved by City Council in 2010 for archaeology research, he had: a student from Cornell University help his staff with a Inventory of Historic Resources; a test of ground-penetrating-radar equipment done to locate possible graves within portions of the park; and secured grants of $75,000 from the National Park Service’s “Save America’s Treasures Program”, and $15,000 from the National Trust for Historic Preservation. He added that “community help will make data gathering less expensive”.

Surprisingly, given that the archaeological work that the City funded last year has not yet been completed, Mr. Mallamo added, “There may be areas where more intensive recreation may occur”. 

Mr. Spengler closed the opening remarks by emphasizing “We are here to support you, not to lead you”.

Laura Durham, Open Space Planner for the Recreation Department, followed with a brief overview of the community meetings held in 2009. She mentioned summary information her office had prepared on the meeting results and “a huge file of e-mails” the city received from the public. 

She said that she thought there might be 6 key categories of information for study and discussion. They include:

1. History and Culture

2. Park operations

3. Passive-casual recreation uses

4. Active recreation

5. Environmental and natural values included drainage in the park and neighborhoods

6. Other topics

Susan Cumbey, Director of the Fort Ward Museum gave an overview of the history and current and anticipated uses of the park and the Fort Ward Museum. She mentioned that 35-acres (See Note # 1.) of the park was designated to the National Register of Historic Places by the Commonwealth of VA and the US Dept. of Interior as a historic park. 

Mr. Mallamo supplemented Ms. Cumbey’s comments by saying that he thought the goal of the park should be “to tell a uniquely compelling story about how a Civil War Fort supported an African American community a stones-throw from the Nation’s Capitol”.

Laura Durham followed Mr. Mallamo’s remarks with a brief description of the Fort Ward Park History Workgroup which was created by the Office of Historic Alexandria and is open to anyone. The History Workgroup was created to assist the city with the documentation, research, and interpretation of cultural and historic resources of Fort Ward Park, including its association with Native Americans, the Defenses of Washington Civil War fortifications, and the post Civil War African American community that lived on the site until it was acquired by the City for park and preservation purposes. The intent of this group is to inform the Advisory Group in their work.

Pam Cressey, the City’s Archaeologist, spoke with the group next. She explained that the first city archaeology project ever done in Alexandria was at Fort Ward in 1961. She noted that work continued in 1991, and again more recently in 2008.

Ms. Cressey shared information on the results of the ground-penetrating-radar tests and that the families of people buried in the park were helping with research to help confirm some of the results. Ms. Cressey added “her office was looking at doing 2 more years of archaeological research”. She clarified however, that “the city will not be able to look at the entire park and all the history” during this effort. 

After some group discussion Walter Powell, Manager of the Fort Ward Park District which comprises multiple-parks including Fort Ward, spoke about the past complaints about use and noise. He admitted that when he first heard about the community complaints about noise and crowds he did not believe them until he saw and heard the problems. He briefly described the problems and the actions the city has taken to manage visitors and enforce existing laws, ordinances and guidelines.

He noted that there were now 5 picnic areas, with a permit system, controlled parking and a picnic area limit of 350 people. Mr. Powell stressed that he and Susan Cumbey were working closer and that they had a “1-City concept” of park management.

The Advisory Group discussed a number of topics including the uniqueness of the park, its status as the City Arboretum, and how the park is being asked to do many things. Tom Fulton noted that “the park was being asked to do too many things”. The discussion continued focusing on meeting logistics, topical areas and the sequence of further discussions. 

Mr. Spengler noted “history and culture was the framework for why this place was created”. He went further to say that he appreciates the willingness of the advisory group to spend discretionary time. He added “This is a unique park, an important resource. A 32-acre park without infrastructure to support 100,000 people a year” (See Note. #1). 

The Advisory Group met again on January 14, 2010 and created an organizational framework. They unanimously elected Tom Fulton as the Chair; Charles Ziegler was elected Vice-Chair, and William Schreiner was elected Secretary.

The Advisory Group then discussed a plan for its effort and possible ways and means of conducting its work. Discussion included the use of city managers and staff to provide information to the group, and the methods and sequencing for the city staff to provide such information. The group discussed using a document entitled “Fort Ward Park Priorities and Issues Identified by Community,” dated March 18, 2009 which was prepared by City staff, as a framework for the groups discussions. 

Regrettably the staff’s document and the information the Parks & Recreation Advisory Commission, Recreation Department and the Office of Historic Alexandria provided to the Mayor and City Council after last year’s public meetings, does not include an inventory or analysis of the written public comments that were collected during the public comment period of 2009. Ms. Durham was requested by Mr. Fulton to make copies of the written comments available to the Advisory Group members.

The Advisory Group members discussed a draft Mission Statement and possible workplan for their effort. They also outlined a draft list of topical areas for possible further presentations and discussion. They include:

· Recreation & Historic Presentation: Possible presentations by James Spengler and Lance Mallamo.

· Erosion and Rainwater Runoff: Possible presentation by Rich Baier, Director, Department of Transportation & Environment

· City Arboretum: Speakers to be determined.

· Values outside of Fort Ward Park: Link to other Civil War Forts: Possible presentations by Susan Cumbey and Wally Owen of Fort Ward Museum

· Historic and Cultural Resource Inventory: Possible presentations by Lance Mallamo and Pam Cressey

· Neighborhood Issues, such as parking, noise, etc: Speakers to be determined.

The Advisory Group continued its discussion and touched on the future use of the park’s maintenance and nursery yard. Some members felt that proposals for the area would be considered as the work of the group progressed. Rich Burne noted that “We will do that once we figure out what it [the park] is, and then we can suggest how it can be used”. Laura Durham added that the Recreation Department is coming up with guiding principles for managing the park jointly with the Office of Historic Alexandria.

Tom Fulton noted that his goal is “to eliminate stove piping and institutionalize change into the mindset of city managers“. Some of the problems [in the park] were due to slippage and the changes that took place in the maintenance/nursery yard were not permitted by the city. He added that he “hoped the group would make sure that we don’t let bad decisions creep back into the park“.

There was no discussion of public input into the Advisory Group’s process, nor was there any opportunity for the public to speak at any of the groups meetings so far.

More information on the Advisory Group, including the names of members, a copy of the written public comments from 2009, draft meeting minutes, and a draft agenda for the next meeting is on the City of Alexandria, VA. Parks, Recreation & Cultural Activities website.

The group is scheduled to meet again on Tuesday February 23, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. at the Fort Ward Museum Library on Braddock Road in Fort Ward Park. 

d. History Workgroup Assistance Underway

Fort Ward Park History Workgroup (Workgroup) met for the first time on November 7, 2009 at the Fort Ward Museum. The group, which is open to anyone, is chaired by Lance Mallamo, Director of the Office of Historic Alexandria. The style of the group is informal and an agenda was developed by Mr. Mallamo and his staff and shared at the meeting. City Archaeologist Pam Cressey presented information on city efforts including: the Inventory of Historic Resources, the Scope of Work for the Archaeology, and the results of the ground-penetrating-radar test. Input was sought, ideas were shared and there was an opportunity for discussion.

The first meeting, and subsequent meetings, included discussion of the details of the Inventory of Fort Ward Park. Participants were encouraged to review the document and provide comments prior to the end of December 2009. 

Ms. Cressey requested Laura Durham to provide a copy of the Inventory of Historic Resources of Fort Ward Park to the Advisory Group. Also discussed was a Scope of Work to be used by the City to secure a contract with an outside consultant for archaeological research. Participants were encouraged to review and comment on this document before Thanksgiving 2009. No deadlines have been set for the incorporation of Workgroup comments into these documents.

Adrienne Washington told the group that the Seminary Civic Association had created a Family History Subgroup comprised of descendants of those who are buried within the park and the Oakland Baptist Church Cemetery. This subgroup will assist the workgroup verify research and identify graves. 

Another subgroup focusing on Goals & Priorities was formed, as well as a subgroup on Research.

At the December 5, 2009 meeting Glenn Eugster presented the Workgroup with an overview of his research on the history of the creation of Fort Ward Park. A copy of the draft summary of the research is attached to this message.

He also presented a draft of Goals & Objectives for the Workgroup for discussion. 

At the January 9, 2010 Workgroup members, and some of the Advisory Group, attended a meeting and participated in a brief and brisk walking tour of a number of grave sites in the park.

During the meeting Pam Cressey presented the initial findings of the ground-penetrating-radar test. She noted that 37 burial sites had been identified by the radar device but these areas had to be ground-truthed. She also noted that the Scope of Work had been forwarded to the Purchasing Department.

The Workgroup discussed a number of additional topics including research on genealogy, oral histories, and Census information. Concern was expressed about other home sites, such as the Shorts, McKnight, and Robinson properties, with possible graves that were not included in the radar test. A brief discussion included concerns about the lack of infrastructure in the park for more heritage tourism visitation, recognizing certain “Witness Trees”, and possible park zones to honor those who lived, worshiped, were educated, and are buried on this land. 

Tom Fulton noted that the City Manager hopes that the Advisory Group will come up with ideas for how to do some of these things. He said he hoped the Workgroup would help leaders to better understand the value of this park. He added, “I think we have a gem, a nationally significant area”.

Adrienne Washington urged the Workgroup not to lose sight of the goal. She said, “What happened here is important. African Americans were key to the success of the Union Army. They had a great hand in helping and enjoining Union forces“.

Walter Powell added that this cooperative effort began with the misuse of the park. He said, “I want to make sure that we aren’t misusing the park”.

Lance Mallamo told the group that he expects them to be around forever, while the Advisory Group is proposed to be here for one year. Mr. Mallamo added that the City Council gave Fort Ward Park $50,000 for archaeology this year. He has proposed $75,000 in the City budget for 2011 and equal amounts in the following years.

Glenn Eugster suggested that both groups would benefit if they had basic information about the park, a timeline for work and decisions, and an equation for how decisions will be made over the next 11 months. 

Discussion continued and although there were no specific actions agreed to various members of the two groups suggested:

· The Inventory of Historic Resources needs to be shared with the Advisory Group.

· The Workgroup should send a note to the Advisory Group requesting the protection of these sites. 

· The Advisory Group should send a letter to the Recreation Department requesting that picnic areas within the archaeological sites should cease.

Although no minutes are taken or posted on the City’s website for the History Workgroup, people wanting information should contact Mr. Mallamo by e-mail at: 

lance.mallamo@alexandriava.gov
By telephone call 703-838-4554

The next Fort Ward Park History Workgroup is scheduled for Saturday March 6, 2010 at 9:00 am at a location to be determined.

Note: 

# 1. There does not appear to be standard number used by city managers to describe the acreage of Fort Ward Park. Many city managers use a range of figures to describe the acreage of the area. In addition, certain park properties have yet to be consolidated into Fort Ward Park. 

　

Unresolved Issues and Concerns

a. Braddock Road Traffic

The Seminary Hill Association Board began discussing the idea of some permanent speed control measures on Braddock Road between Van Dorn and the intersection with King Street. Traffic along this road has been increasing significantly and the speed which motorist travel, including City School buses, nearly doubles the posted limit. As a "cut-through" to other roads driver behavior has made it dangerous for anyone entering the road from side-streets, crossing on foot, or walking along side of the road in areas where the sidewalk is up against the roadway. The Police Department has been helpful with periodic speed traps but they can't be everywhere. 

This area seems to warrant special attention because of the schools at St. Stephens & St. Agnes; Minnie Howard; Episcopal High School; VA Theological Seminary; and the active recreational use of soccer fields next to Bradlee Shopping Center and Fort Ward Park. As the traffic increases on this highway, and many motorists seem to ignore the posted speed limit, pedestrians, bicyclists, students, and people from the neighborhoods are more and more at risk.

As part of this discussion Glenn Eugster contact Deputy Chief of Police Hassan Aden and asked for his reaction to the idea. Deputy Chief Aden said, “I am in full support of looking into creative ways to reduce speeds and increase safety on all of our roads. I will begin with asking our Motors Unit and patrol officers to step up enforcement through the next few weeks. I know that this is a very traditional way to influence drivers to slow down but it works. We should also conduct a traffic study with our SMART trailers which provide extensive traffic data to give an accurate picture of the situation. 

Deputy Chief Aden asked for the thoughts of board members on the SMART trailer idea and encouraged us to advise our neighbors to watch their speed as the police will be in the area very soon. 

b. City Side-steps Storm Water Problems

For nearly five years Marlboro Estates homeowners and members of the Oakland Baptist Church have raised concerns individually and collectively about park-related water drainage, storm water, cemetery grave subsidence, erosion and debris from runoff, and standing stagnant water. With the exception of the city placing temporary hay bales along the high-side of the park-cemetery boundary last year, and the recent removal of branches and leaves from the area around the storm drain in the ravine down-slope of the cemetery, the city has not taken any action to respond to people’s concerns. In fact, the city recently spread piles of mulch into the drainage swale between the park and adjacent homes adding to the existing flooding problems for those residences.

On November 19, 2009 Geoff Lyons, a homeowner in Marlboro Estates, wrote a Letter to James Hartmann, City Manager regarding his concerns about the de-facto beaver pond along the ravine in Fort Ward Park. He noted the stagnant water, possible mosquitoes, danger to children, and the city’s lack of attention to this matter.

On December 3, 2009 James Spengler, Director of the Recreation Department, wrote a note regarding reports on neighborhood concerns about storm water featured in the December 2009 edition of the Fort Ward Observer. Mr. Spengler wrote, “Your comment about the beaver dam, stagnant water and mosquitoes is way over the top. I walked the park myself and gave attention to this area. There is no standing or stagnant water much less danger from West Nile“. 

On December 7, 2009 James Spengler, wrote a letter to the Mayor and City Council in response to Mr. Lyons concerns. His letter indicated that he investigated “the alleged blockage” and public nuisance and concluded:

1. There was no standing water;

2. The tree that city staff topped seems to be protecting the storm water inlet;

3. The longer-term issue is storm water drainage throughout the park;

4. Department of Transportation & Environment staff, Mr. Spengler and the Fort Ward Park District Manager inspected the area and agreed that: a) debris in front of the downed tree will be cleared; b) the tree trunk will be left in place; c) staff will check the area after storm events; d) this limited action will decrease the likelihood of additional erosion and the inlet structure being overwhelmed in flood events.

Shortly after the letter Walter Powell of the Recreation Department sent a note indicating that debris within a portion of the intermittent stream was removed, the blockage to the storm drain was cleared, and “the water now flows very well“.

In response to the December 7, 2009 letter, and the continued resistance of the City to work with the community on an overall approach to these problems, a group of Marlboro Estates homeowners and a member of the Oakland Baptist Church met with Vice Mayor Donley on January 28, 2010. The group discussed the water problems, changes made in the park, the repeated reactions of city staff to community concerns, and possible cooperative solutions. Additional discussions are expected.

c. Snow Damages Fort Ward Park Trees & Cemetery Fence 

The snowstorms that blew through the city surely challenged all Alexandrians to deal with their new environment. City workers stepped-up and battled the snowfall keeping key roads open and providing necessary services. As much as the snow clogged and closed-down our lifestyle it also damaged public and private property.

The storms damaged a number of trees in Fort Ward Park including some that fell into the Oakland Baptist Church Cemetery. Last year, after an extended period of time, the city repaired the cemetery fence damage caused by a park tree toppling into the historic graveyard in 2008. Unfortunately several trees have recently fallen across the fence into the cemetery. Hopefully, once the snow is gone, the Recreation Department will add the removal of these trees and the fence repairs to the list of tasks they have before them. In the long-run the city would do well to take care to better plan and manage trees in the park especially along city property lines. Recurring tree falls, due to shallow roots, and fence repairs costs can be avoided with proper planning.

　

Inside Alexandria

a. What’s Next?

As the city continues to clean up Fort Ward Park and correct bad-decisions from the past many of the residents that live next to the park, or have family members within the cemetery or the park area, are wondering what comes next. As the Fort Ward Park Advisory Group and History Workgroup work continues there is already discussion about how to use the maintenance/ nursery yard in the future. Group members have suggested restoring the grave sites, residence and church, while others envision a memorial of some kind to the people that lived within the park and are buried there. Others would like the fences and buildings which were erected illegally to be taken down. Some members want to return city vehicles back into the maintenance yard next to the cemetery. 

As the members of the two groups work their way through the next 11 months it won’t be unusual for people to start to share their visions for what they would like to see the park used for. That kind of creative visioning and design process will be key to developing and delivering successful recommendations to city managers and elected officials.

Hopefully the group members will delay their proposals for park use until the Office of Historic Alexandria has an opportunity to complete archaeological, historical and cultural research on the Fort Ward Park. 

Both groups would also seem to benefit from taking some time to:

· research the public, Recreation Department and City Council’s original intent for the park; 

· be familiar with various federal grant conditions that were agreed to by Alexandria’s elected officials when they purchased this park land; and,

· review the previous general and master plans that were done for the park. 

Such base-line information could help the city, and the citizens they are cooperating with, to develop a statement for management that could be used to guide the future of Fort Ward Historic Park. 

City leaders have created a process and the time to start making better decisions at Fort Ward Park. Now it is up to the two groups, and the public they serve and represent, to help achieve that goal.

　

Up Ahead

a. Upcoming Meetings

Stormwater Outreach Meeting: Monday, Feb. 22 from 7- 9 p.m. Patrick Henry Elementary School, 4643 Taney Avenue. 

Fort Ward Park Advisory Group Meeting: February 26, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. Fort Ward Museum, 4301 West Braddock Road.

Fort Ward Park History Workgroup Meeting: March 6, 2010 at 10:00 a.m. Oakland Baptist Church, 3408 King Street (near corner of King Street, West Braddock Road, and North Quaker Lane).

Seminary Hill Association Board Meeting: Thursday, March 4, 2010 at 7:30 p.m. Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill Parish House at 3606 Seminary Road (corner of Seminary Road and Quaker Lane).

Alexandria’s 150th Anniversary of the Civil War Celebration Meeting: Saturday, March 27, 2010 at 9:00 a.m. at the George Washington Masonic National Memorial, 101 Callahan's Drive. 

　

b. For Further Information 
If you would like to receive more information on the Fort Ward Observer; be added, or removed, from this mailing list; request past editions of this newsletter, or, make contributions to this report in the future.

Please write or call: Glenn Eugster

By e-mail: glenn_eugster@comcast.net
By telephone: (703)845-8947 (before 9:00 p.m.)

By mail: 4022 Ellicott Street, Alexandria, VA 22304 

It is important to note that this information is offered so that you will be informed and, hopefully, engaged in our community, city, and Fort Ward Park. Only through our combined efforts can we protect and enjoy what we value and prosper individually and collectively. 

　

　

