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RPCA staff have reviewed the meadow management ("no mow") procedures from the 2010 mowing season. In response to citizen concerns regarding the reduction of useable active and passive open space in the park as well the safety of park users, the Park Manger has worked with the City's Natural Resource Specialist to refine the meadow areas in the park, while maintaining the positive impacts to the park's ecosystem.

In 2010, there were 11 locations in Ft. Ward identified as x.  For the 2011 season staff proposes 3 meadow areas and 3 woodland glade areas (Fort Ward Park Mowing Map). The largest and most noticeable meadow, located in front of the park adjacent to W. Braddock Road, will be slightly reduced in size; this will provide a safer buffer zone between the park picnic tables and the high flowing traffic on W. Braddock Rd.

In general, meadows and areas are mowed once annually in late winter or early spring so as not to disturb nesting birds, wildlife, and emerging or flowering plants.  Occasionally, areas may need to be mowed more frequently and during other times of the year.  This is determined by RPCA natural resource management and horticultural staff.
1. Woodland Glade - designated by a #1 on the map.  These are savannah-like areas of thin or open woodland composed of mainly a canopy of oaks and a ground layer of short grasses, rushes, and sedges.  These areas are largely maintenance-free because there's not much growing in them and the grasses and grass-like sedges and rushes in them are slow-growing and naturally short.  Therefore, most of the maintenance comes in fall in the form of mowing-shredding the fallen leaves.  This is done once or twice annually in late fall or winter.  Because the mowed areas are among trees and tree roots, care is given not to damage roots and bark.  Areas are also not mown when soils are wet, so as not to cause soil compaction, ruts, and erosion.  These areas are also sometimes mowed once again in late spring, after the woodland grasses seed.
1. Meadow - designated by a #2 on the map.  These are areas that were previously managed as mowed turf and were mowed frequently throughout the growing season, but are now included in RPCA's Managed Meadow Program, as supervised by the Horticulture and Natural Resources Section, and therefore mowed once or twice a year with the goal that they'll steadily revert to an attractive, functioning, and ecologically diverse landscape.  The quality of open meadows varies from site to site throughout the City, depending on what exists of the native seedbank of grasses and plants and to what degree invasive exotic plants are a problem.  At this point, the open meadows at Ft. Ward are slowly increasing in species richness and structural diversity (in contrast to the Hammond School Meadow which has greatly benefitted and diversified as a result of not being mowed for years).  The open meadows at Ft. Ward contain a large walking path around their perimeters (which may be reduced or increased as they become established through the years) and are currently scheduled to be mowed twice per year - once in winter and once in late spring.
