
Board of Zoning Appeals
City of Alexandria, Virginia 

Thursday, October 13, 2011

Regular Public Hearing

10. SPECIAL USE PERMIT #2010-0079
4646 Seminary Road, Alexandria City Public Schools – Francis Hammond
Public hearing and consideration of a request to allow lighting on an existing athletic field
and a modification to the minimum front yard setback; zoned R-8 & 20/Single Family &.
Applicant:  Alexandria City Public Schools represented by Kevin Van Hise

Comments of Nancy Jennings
President, Seminary Hill Association, Inc.


Members of the Board of Zoning Appeals:

My name is Nancy Jennings, and I live at 2115 Marlboro Drive.  I am President of Seminary Hill Association, Inc., and speak tonight on its behalf.  

Residents of Seminary Hill support our youth and their health and have not opposed funding fields or lights where appropriate, such as at Minnie Howard and in Fort Ward Park.  We thought we had a good relationship with the Alexandria City Public Schools until this proposal came forward and through the FOIA request process was able to repair it.  These lights are not for the students at Hammond but for adults and we know there are several other fields being built in the West End that can accommodate their needs without impacting residences and reducing the property tax base.  

I will let the lawyers speak to the finer points of this case—relief, variances, setbacks—and simply summarize our objections to allowing Parks & Recreation to rent this field out seven nights a week until 10 pm.  They fall into roughly three categories or issues:  quality of life, public safety, and cost benefits/greater good.

Quality of Life issues include concerns like glare from the lights, noise late at night from the sporting events, trash, and increased traffic.  No one in the City is ready to enforce existing regulations designed to preserve quality of life.  When we asked at the public meetings whom should we call when there is a problem:  school officials said not us, we are only there from 7-4 on week days and cannot pick up all the trash; Parks & Rec staff said not us, unless their staff in the evenings is increased; and the police nicely told us they lack the manpower, too, which we already knew from the problems we had with large groups in Fort Ward Park a few years ago.

Public Safety issues relate mainly to the fact that this field is designated by the City as an emergency response staging area and occasionally used as an alternate landing site for emergency helicopters.  It is only three blocks from the Inova Alexandria Hospital and was used on September 11, 2001.  With the Army now at the BRAC at Mark Center, we will need this capability more than ever.  If there is an incident at the BRAC’s RIF facility an additional helicopter landing site will be essential.  We cannot afford to reduce our EMS capability so a few people can recreate for a few more hours in the evening.

Cost Benefits/Greater Good issues.  Maybe we can afford to spend $1.3 million on a field that is too small for soccer and too small for track.  But maybe those funds would be better spent on a different larger field or something else entirely.  The money issue isn’t just about the expenditure, but includes the impact of the installation of lights on the property values for residences nearby.  These lights will reduce the value of homes in Varsity Park, which in turn will reduce the City’s tax base.  So, this proposal is another great idea like inviting the Army to build at Mark Center.  It will result in lost revenue to the City, not as much as the BRAC, but perhaps $800,000 annually.  

This application lacks merit and should be denied in the interest of preserving:
· The quality of life in the Varsity Park neighborhood.
· The safety of all of us.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]And the City’s tax base!

Thank you.
