Arlington wins first round in I-95/395 HOT Lanes lawsuit
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Arlington – Arlington officials announced today that it prevailed in the first arguments considered by a court in the County’s suit against the state and federal governments over the proposed HOT lanes project. The action by the United States District Court for the District of Columbia allows Arlington’s suit to move forward.

“We have understood for some time that Arlington’s lawsuit is our best chance to prevent harm to our community from the I-95/395 HOT Lanes proposal, so I’m pleased with this early success,” said Delegate David Englin (D-45), who has led legislative efforts against this project. “While the new Secretary of Transportation has personally committed to me that the proposed changes to the Shirlington Rotary will not occur, Arlington’s lawsuit seeks to address remaining larger issues.”

The court’s ruling, coming early in the litigation, affirms the viability of all counts of the County’s suit.

“The County is encouraged with the decision at this early stage,” said County Board Chairman Jay Fisette. “The court’s decision affirms the grounds for challenging the HOT lanes project as now planned, a project we believe will adversely impact our community.”

In an April 15, 2010 opinion, the court denied the Virginia Department of Transportation’s request to dismiss former Secretary of Transportation Pierce Homer from the suit. The County sued VDOT, the U.S. Department of Transportation and the Federal Highway Administration for violations of transportation and environmental laws, including environmental justice requirements, related to VDOT’s proposed I-95/I-395 High Occupancy Toll (HOT) lanes project from Spotsylvania County to the I-395/Eads Street Interchange in Arlington

In light of the court’s ruling, the case will continue with the steps leading to trial.

Click here to read the Court’s ruling.

