Comments on Landmark/VD

 21 Feb 2009

My name Nancy Jennings

Live at 2115 Marlboro Drive

Vice President of the Seminary Hill Association, Inc.

Attended many meetings of Landmark/VD Advisory Group

I speak today as a private citizen.

Both Joanne Lepanto and Jack Sullivan
Who served on the Advisory Group 
Regret that they could not be here this morning to speak
They sent you their comments earlier this week.

I was with them in 2007 when we met with the Planning Department and urged the City to turn Landmark Mall into a landmark.


This plan before you has nice proposals for the redevelopment of industrial and suburban areas into mixed use residential

BUT it has yet to capture a bold vision for the mall itself as high-end retail and commercial.  Three concerns I have about the Plan are:

· ONE:  The mix of development at the Landmark Mall site should be reduced from 50 percent residential to no more than 30 percent residential and that build out should be phased in as the retail and office development occurs.

· TWO:  Above ground parking structures should be counted as part of the FAR.

· THREE:  Building heights allowed at the mall are too high for a project yet to be designed.  

During one Advisory Group meeting, an architect for GGP presented a design for redeveloping Landmark Mall, which included one signature building of 25 stories that seemed appropriate.

The Plan now has three buildings of this size.

IF—in the future—an owner masses these three structures together, they could become one ugly monolith.  I hope that you will maintain control over this development project and withhold approval of these tall buildings until you are sure they are aligned with the City’s vision for the mall.

Finally, let me close with a plea to begin building transit now.

The number one concern of residents in Seminary Hill Association and likely the whole West End is
TRAFFIC.

For this Plan to successfully change this suburb into an urban village with a really SPECIAL commercial mall, the infrastructure must be in place BEFORE the projects are built.

We need to begin NOW to implement the City’s Master Transportation Plan, not to build new local streets in the Plan area.  Van Dorn Street should be widened into a boulevard with a trolley running from the metro onto Sanger and then Beauregard.  Not only would this reduce current congestion, it would also increase property values in that corridor and spark redevelopment in the Plan area.

Thank you.

