Transportation Commission meeting

October 7, 2009

City Council and Transportation Commission opposed to HOT Lanes. Mayor Euille had Rob Krupicka explain the new wording of a stronger resolution on the HOT Lanes proposal. The March resolution that "withheld support" pending answers to the City's questions will change to "will not support" the HOT Lanes project and will acknowledge the validity of Arlington's concerns but not join the Arlington law suit. 

· Two events may have pushed the Council to action: Arlington County maneuvers to control the redesign of the Shirlington Circle that is actually in Alexandria's jurisdiction AND a letter from Fairfax County favoring the extension of the HOT Lanes inside the beltway and ending at Seminary Road. Both Mayor Euille and Rich Baer were highly incensed at this proposal with the Mayor advising that we did not need Fairfax traffic going to Crystal City to maneuver through our neighborhoods and roads, specifically the Quaker-King-Braddock intersection. 

· Legislation may be proposed in Richmond to kill the HOT Lanes in Alexandria and Arlington. 

· Variety of views on Council. Mayor Euille added that he and Rob Krupicka are opposed to the HOT Lanes while Vice Mayor Donley is worried about having a resolution that is so strong it stops the State from addressing problems at the Seminary and I-395 interchange. 

· Public hearing on HOT Lanes resolution October 17 following a work session on October 12. Nancy Jennings is out of town for both dates.

City supports direct access to BRAC at Mark Center. Mayor Euille, Rob Krupicka, and Rich Baer all spoke in favor of direct access for I-395 into the Mark Center site. Rich Baer even took credit for proposing direct access to the site on the south side (SHA's plan). Additional left turn lanes still on the table. 

Beauregard Small Area Plan begins October 29. The City got $612,000 for the Beauregard Small Area Plan and will hold the first public meeting at 7 pm on October 29 at the Adams Elementary school. The City-wide Transit Plan will be done at the same time and coordinate with the Beauregard Plan. 

Council budget retreat is November 7. The members will discuss revenue sources and restraints and hear a staff presentation on VERY large projects to solve problems of storm water and flooding. 

CIP funding will decline in coming years. By 2015, City staff estimated a total of $124 million unfunded projects in the capital improvement program. Largest projects are the police facility ($75-100 million) and a fire house on Eisenhower Avenue. Sewer projects will continue with dedicated funding sources. OMB established a new tier system for ranking projects. Staff will reshuffle the Transportation Commission's recommended list of projects to meet the new tier system by combining some projects and changing some names; then work sessions will be scheduled with Council and the Commission informed. 

Federal government discussing a new fuel tax. Rich Baer suggests the Council add to its legislative package a tax proposal to fund a federal program for transportation projects, since the current fixed amount of fuel tax is not indexed to inflation.

