PETITION for a STUDY of NEIGHBORHOOD TRAFFIC FLOWS

 TO:

Members of Alexandria, VA City Council


Alexandria City Manager



Alexandria Dept. of Transportation & Environmental Services

FROM:

Board and Members of Seminary Hill Civic Association


Board and Members of Clover-College Park Civic Association

SUBJECT:
Traffic Impact Study

DATE:

November __, 2010

Residents of the area comprised of our two Civic Associations have become increasingly concerned with growing traffic speed and traffic volume on several streets within our neighborhood.  These streets provide alternate routes for traffic attempting to avoid the intersection of Quaker Lane and Duke Street, and accessing Duke Street off Janney’s Lane.  In particular, Trinity Drive between Quaker Lane and Princeton Boulevard, Yale Drive and Cambridge Street between Janney’s Lane and Dartmouth Street, and Dartmouth Street between Princeton Boulevard and Cambridge Street are highly impacted.  As the traffic on Duke Street worsens, the traffic cutting through our neighborhood to avoid congested intersections will also inevitably increase.
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The volume and speed of traffic cutting through our neighborhood have increased in recent years and have negatively impacted the residents of this neighborhood.  While the volume of traffic is noticeably greater during the morning and evening rush hours, the speed of cars through our neighborhood is concerning at all times of the day.  For example, traffic going up and down the steep Trinity Drive hill between Quaker Lane and Princeton Boulevard often greatly exceeds the 25 mph speed limit, along a street with many children and cars entering and exiting driveways.  The stop signs at Trinity Drive and Princeton Boulevard, and the stop signs along Yale Drive and Cambridge Street at Vassar Street are frequently ignored.  Yale Drive, Princeton Boulevard and Cambridge Street are walking routes to MacArthur Elementary School for many neighborhood children.  The safety concern is serious.
The traffic impact currently being felt within the neighborhood can only be expected to worsen significantly with the opening of the major new office building at Mark Center (Seminary Lane just west of I-395), meant to relocate Department of Defense personnel from the Crystal City area.  Whereas Crystal City is served by Metro, the new facility is not, and this is projected to have major impact on vehicular traffic in our area.
Our two Civic Associations request that the City of Alexandria work with us to gauge the nature and level of current traffic, in order that we may work together to develop a plan to deal with its current and projected future impact.  Specifically, we request that the City consider a study to measure the following attributes of traffic on the four street segments noted above during a four-week period during the first quarter of 2011:

1. The volume of traffic in each direction by half-hour of time throughout the 24-hr. day.
2. The rate of adherence to the stop signs at the several noted intersections.
3. The speed of traffic along the noted segments.  The City is currently monitoring vehicular speed in both directions along the Trinity Drive hill.  If this monitoring can produce data to analyze the range of speeds, this portion of the study may not need to be repeated.
Based on the quantitative information from the volume and speed studies, we would expect the City to develop an overall traffic plan draft for the neighborhood, which it would formally review with our members.  We would desire that such meeting to review the draft plan include staff from the Department of Transportation and Environmental Services, Traffic Enforcement, and the Alexandria Police Department.  We realize that solutions to problems must be cost-effective, and that the City’s resources are not unlimited.  That said, we believe that we must jointly analyze what the neighborhood views as a growing problem and develop a reasonable response to the problem as it is defined by facts derived from study.  We look forward to your response and to your additional suggestions as to how to best accomplish the desired study.
Sincerely,


______________________________

______________________________


Pres, Seminary Hill Civic Ass’n.


Pres, Clover-College Park Civic Ass’n.

