City Council of Alexandria, Virginia 
Public Hearing Meeting
Saturday, September 17, 2011

12. HIGH CAPACITY TRANSIT CORRIDOR -C
Public Hearing and Consideration of the first stage of implementation for 
[bookmark: _GoBack]High Capacity Transit Corridor - C (Van Dorn/Beauregard). 


Comments of Nancy Jennings


My name is Nancy Jennings and I live at 2115 Marlboro Drive.  I am a member of the High Capacity Transit Working Group where I represent the Federation of Civic Associations.  I was unable to attend the meetings of the Transportation Commission and the Planning Commission because of other meetings and send my comments to both groups, but they are not reflected in the City managers memorandum. 

This proposal for Corridor C—BRT in dedicated lanes—was approved by a 4-2 vote of the few Working Group members present that evening.  I voted against it because:

· The need for improved transit on Beauregard Street has yet to be verified.

· No origin destination studies were ever done.
· No bus currently runs on that route.
· Transit problems on Beauregard are a result of gridlock on Seminary Road and the restrictive I-395 underpass on Sanger; neither of which will be solved by this proposal.

· The process to develop this corridor was very narrow.  The route was mandated by staff and the working group was not allowed to discuss it.  As a result, this transit way will never work properly.

· It has four choke points—places where the transit will NOT be in dedicated lanes—that will make transit no more efficient than driving. 
· To build the dedicated lanes from NOVA to the Van Dorn Metro would cost at least another $300 million than is estimated:  
· Purchase land in Mark Center for the dedicated lanes.
· Widen the I-395 underpass at Sanger Avenue
· Build a new bridge across Duke Street
· Build the multi-modal bridge that’s in the Landmark/Van Dorn Small Area Plan from Van Dorn Street to the Metro.

I asked both the Transportation Commission and the Planning Commission to defer this proposal until the High Capacity Transit Working Group has finished its consideration of all THREE corridors in the City.  I naively thought that we were charged with designing a system for citizens to use to get around our City—a comprehensive proposal for improving local transportation movements.  

· The preliminary discussions on Corridors A and B indicate different modes will be chosen, which defeats the goal of connectivity.  
· Circulator busses appear to be the mode of choice in three areas:  Old Town, on Eisenhower Avenue, and in the Landmark/Van Dorn Small Area Plan area.  

I ask you to defer this proposal until the High Capacity Transit Working Group has finished its work and has a comprehensive proposal for all three corridors.

Thank you.
