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The meeting was convened by President Nancy Jennings at 7:40 PM in the parish house at Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill.  Heather Zdancewicz volunteered to take the minutes in the absence of the Secretary.

Announcements:
· A list of upcoming city meetings was made available
· Additional meetings were announced including the 17th public meeting on Sanitary Sewer Master Plan.
· The Dedication of the Hammond Field is set for December 21.  No one has heard what the final cost was.  The work was four months behind schedule. Much of this was due to water and sewer problems.  The original contract was about $1.2M.

The Board of Directors approved the minutes of the October meeting and heard from the Treasurer that SHA had $27,713.85 in the treasury after renewal of memberships from the Annual Meeting.  President Jennings reported that SHA has completed its annual registration with the Commonwealth of VA.

Area Reports.  Jack Sullivan reported that in Area 5 there are still problems at Inova Alexandria Hospital.  The City has been responsive but the hospital staff has been difficult.  The hospital tore out vegetation in order to install a sculptured garden.  The City easement extends all the way to the hospital building. It appears that the hospital is now working hard with the City to resolve the issues. Area 6 rep Tom Fulton noted that the Fort Ward descendants group put in six interpretive signs throughout the park and asked for opinions about them.  Within a year there will be a book or historic treatise.  Past President Joanne Lepanto reported that students and parents continue to drive too fast in Area 9.  She announced that she was able to attend Hassan Aiden’s retirement party which was a wonderful event.  Boota De Butts reported that construction is going well at Episcopal High School.  The building will have a renovated first floor kitchen and second floor classrooms.  The crane will be gone soon and things are set to be done in August.  He also announced that he was asked by the Board of Trustees to explore the idea of putting permanent lights in Hummel Bowl, the EHS football stadium and will give the EHS Board his findings in January.  There are no plans and no timeline at this time.  Heather Zdancewicz announced that the Seminary had been approved by the City Planning Commission to move forward with the chapel plans and that the next step is to go to the City Council meeting on December 15.  She also announced that the Seminary is planning to host a Christian Rock Festival in the spring.  They are working closely with Parks & Recreation to ensure this runs smoothly.

Annual Meeting.  Board Members discussed the City’s new initiative—What’s Next Alexandria?—which was the program at SHA’s annual meeting.  The Alexandria Civic Federation also discussed this topic at their monthly meeting.  Secretary Dick Hayes welcomes any additions to his draft minutes of the meeting of the Annual Meeting.

Beauregard Corridor Small Area Plan.  The City approved the recommendation of the Beauregard Rezoning Advisory Group to use the $1.5 million from the Army to purchase the property at 5325 Polk Avenue and preserve it as open space.

Colonial Heights Balconies.  Some owners in the townhouse community of Colonial Heights on Duke Street would like to add balconies to their units.  SHA owners adjacent to the complex fear these balconies would invade their privacy and might have incompatible designs.  The Planning Commission deferred the Colonial Height’s DSUP on 4 December 2012 until February 2013 to allow interested parties to have a site visit and to hold discussions among SHA and Colonial Heights owners.  Colonial Heights is requesting that all of their owners be permitted to build a balcony rather than letting each individual owner apply and receive permission based on the merits of each project.  Area 8 rep Frank Putzu noted that SHA only had concerns with balconies on the west side of the proposal.  Additionally Frank suggested that this issue be put on SHA’s January meeting agenda.  

Sanitary Sewer Master Plan.  Bill Dickinson explained the upcoming Transportation and Environmental Services (T&ES) public hearing on December 17 to talk about increases in fees and the Master Plan by Alexandria Renew.  The City plans to separate sewage and storm water.  Not clear how it will be financed.

Waterfront Surge Barrier.  Resident Charlie Howe expressed his concerns about climate change and the need to protect Old Town from flood surges.

The meeting adjourned at approximately 9:45 PM.

Heather Zdancewicz, VTS Representative
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