Seminary Hill Association, Inc.
Monthly Board Meeting
9 February 2012

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM by President Nancy Jennings at Immanuel Church On-The-Hill. President Jennings announced that there would be a short executive session at the end not open to the public to discuss some issues privately.

The Board of Directors approved the minutes of the last meeting held on 12 January 2012 with a minor correction by Richard Hobson. The Board then approved the Treasurer’s Report stating that the SHA account now totaled $28,672.55 and it appears that a Spring Membership Renewal Letter will be needed. The Treasurer also noted that SHA had sent a check for $150 to the Pastor of Immanuel Church On-The Hill for the privilege of allowing SHA to conduct meetings at the Church.

Area Representatives reported on several issues: Carter Flemming, Area 2, reported that one of the gates on the TC Williams High School service road is broken—the arm is stuck in the up position—and school officials acknowledged that this was a long time maintenance issue. She also said that new tennis courts had been approved for the school by the Alexandria School Board. Dick Hayes, Area 5, noted that the early morning noise from the Alexandria Hospital ongoing repairs has abated. Tom Fulton, Area 6, reported that the Alexandria Board of Archeology Review will soon start Part II of their plan to locate possible additional gravesites. Joanne Lepanto, Past President, noted that parents of students at St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes School are driving too fast in the Seminary Ridge neighborhood. Heather Zdancewicz, Virginia Theological Seminary, reported that the Seminary and the Alexandria Board of Archeology Review are working together on the best way to rebuild and maintain the recently burned out Chapel. She expects to bring the new plans for the Chapel to a SHA meeting this spring.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Deputy Chief Hassan Aden provided a Police Report. He noted that Joshua Weissman, the Alexandria Fire Department EMT who was severely injured at an accident scene on Shirley Highway had passed away. Joshua was the first Alexandria Fire department person to die in the line of duty in the past 100 years. Deputy Chief Aden reported that there were 12 criminal offenses in the SHA area in the past month – 11 of them were larcenies from unlocked automobiles. He also commented on the good cooperation between the Alexandria Police Department and the Prince George County Police Department in solving the murder case of Lenny Harris.

Guest Speakers:

Farroll Hammer and Jeff Farner of the Alexandria Planning and Zoning Department gave an extensive overview of the draft Beauregard Corridor Small Area Plan. As might be expected, there was considerable discussion and questions by Board Members and other SHA members present. The Plan would involve demolishing the present apartments and replacing them with a mixture of new townhouses, apartments and retail space with a significant increase in density. SHA members noted that they would like to see the area on the east side of I-395 encompassing the Seminary Hill and Garden Apartments removed from the Plan. This Plan will continue to be a contentious issue.
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John Broughton, the new President of the Brookville-Seminary Valley Civic Association, provided an update on issues and plans for his Association.

Old Business:

President Nancy Jennings provided an update on several issues affecting the SHA area. The Lights at Hammond Field issue has been resolved and, as such, SHA is dropping the lawsuit against the City of Alexandria as it is now ‘moot.’ The High Capacity Transit Corridor Work Group continues to meet to improve the flow and the pedestrian safety on Duke Street. The Waterfront Plan was approved by City Council by a vote of 5 to 2. There is a lawsuit ongoing as to whether that decision was lawful. With respect to BRAC-133 at Mark Center, she provided a current update with particular emphasis on the proposed HOV Ramp. Considerable discussion on this issue ensued. The SHA Board agreed that the HOV Ramp is not needed as there isn’t enough traffic flow to justify the expense and statement reflecting SHA’s position will be forwarded to VDOT and the Alexandria City Government. The Board held a further discussion on the proposed Beauregard Corridor Small Area Plan and unanimously approved a statement to the Alexandria City Government expressing the concerns of SHA.

SHA Treasurer Jack Sullivan made a motion, which was unanimously approved, to send a letter to City Council endorsing  Bill Dickinson, a past President of SHA, as a Citizen Member of the Alexandria Sanitation Authority that will be selected on February 18, 2012.

The Board of Directors next commenced the private Executive Session.

Having no further regular business, the meeting was adjourned at 1015 PM.

Richard J. Hayes, Recorder

Board Members present: President Jennings, Jack Sullivan, Dick Hayes, Carter Flemming, Richard Hobson, Richard Hunt, Tom Fulton, Frank Putzu, Joe Fischer, Joanne Lepanto, Boota De Butts, and Heather Zdancewicz.

Others in attendance included Hassan Aden, John Smucker, Carolyn Griglione, Dave Cavanaugh, Sharon Annear, Bill Dickinson, and Richard Ward.

