SEMINARY HILL ASSOCIATION, INC.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES,

April 9, 2003

Approved: May 13, 2003

President Frank Putzu called the meeting to order at 7:40 PM in the Parish Hall of Immanuel Church on the Hill.

The following SHA Officers and Directors were present:

Frank Putzu, President

Jack Sullivan, Treasurer

Cindy Gurne, Communications Officer

Gordon O.F. Johnson, Secretary

Lillian S. Patterson, Area 1,

Tom Kerester, Area 2 

Richard Hobson, Area 3 

Dick Hayes, Area 5

Pat Lidy, Area 7

Charles Ablard, At-Large

Joe Fischer, At Large

Bruce E. McCarthy, At Large

Laura Vetter, Episcopal High School

Mary Lewis Hix, Virginia Theological Seminary

Bill Dickinson, Past President

MINUTES, March 12 BOARD MEETING

Minutes of the SHA Board Meeting on March 12, 2003, were approved as amended.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Jack Sullivan reported $17,324.33 in the combined checking and savings accounts after $191.95 expense for the association web site.

AREA REPORTS

Area 1:  Lillian Patterson reported that the School Board has changed the orientation of the TC Williams expansion from what we saw at the March12 board meeting.

Area 3:  Dick Hobson reported that there is an application to the City Council to approve already built fences on the edge of the Goodman property, contrary to zoning regulations.  Hobson moved that SHA reaffirms its previous support of the conservation areas that were approved as conditions of the Dartmouth Place SUP and opposes the application for approval of the fences that have been built in violation of the conditions of the SUP.  This application will be heard at a public hearing before City Council on April 12, 2003.  The motion was seconded and approved unanimously.


He also reported that a revised plan for development at Duke/Quaker is going forward with an additional town house, but leaving the hot turns.  This will be on the docket in June or December.

Area 7:  Pat Lidy reported that: (1) With respect to the property at 4135 Seminary Rd. (known as Wilson University) there is no action on the selling of the property to make way for new homes.  And (2), with regard to Lynn House, representatives met with Braddock Cove neighbors in March to review plans for Phase II of expansion, which will include assisted living for residents.  The neighbors have no objections at this time to the limited expansion of 6 assisted living units.

POLICE REPORT:  Nothing to report

OPEN SPACE:  

Ms. Judy Guse-Noritake from the Park & Rec. Commission gave a presentation on the need for open space in Alexandria, and the proposal by Council Member David Speck to set aside $0.01 from the lowered property taxes to go into a special fund dedicated only for open space.  She said this could raise $10 million over a five-year period.  This was considered at the April 2 Council Budget Meeting, but there are still many unanswered questions.  What happens if the City does acquire land?  Who will decide what land to purchase?  What are the guidelines on purchase price limits?  How would this relate to the account already established by the City to accept developer contributions, which has bought some land in Eisenhower Valley?  Why has Alexandria done nothing to roll back taxes on vacant property under new authorization by the General Assembly, which would provide incentives to property owners to keep vacant lots vacant as small as ¼ acre?  What kind of precedent does this set for other set-asides?  How will the use of the funds be monitored?  What is the definition of Open Space?


Frank Putzu will prepare a draft policy for SHA to submit to this or the next City Council, with help from Gerard, Hobson and Dickinson.  It was agreed that SHA would take no position pro or con on the tax itself.
T.C. WILLIAMS HS EXPANSION

Steve Hastings reported that the task force has submitted a resolution to the School Board, but the task force needs to be rejuvenated.  The proposal will probably go to the Planning Commission in September/October.  Carter Fleming and Lillian Patterson agreed to serve as Co-Chairs.

ALEXANDRIA HOSPITAL 
Jack Sullivan reported that there were delays in constructing the underground parking garage while polluted soil was removed.

2ND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH PROPERTY

Joe Fischer reported that the first proposal by the developer for a SUP allowing cluster housing was rejected by the City and the developer is now back with a “By-Rights” plan to build 10 homes on the property.  At $5 million paid for the property, and $500,000 cost per lot, that means large expensive houses.  There are still questions which SHA could raise about the road plan and the historical house or trees, but SHA has little leverage to achieve any changes as long as 2nd Presbyterian follows a “by right” development plan for the property.  He will continue to interface with 2nd Presbyterian.  He has invited them to make a presentation to SHA as soon as their plans are finalized. 

.

CHILD CARE CENTER IN RESIDENTIAL AREA

An e-mail from Barbara Roth, City Planning Dept, indicates that the Early Childhood Commission has endorsed changing the definition of child care center despite SHA objections, but the Wilson University Task Force is divided on the issue.  She doubts it will go to the Planning Commission any time soon.

TRAFFIC CALMING AND OVERFLOW PARKING

Joe Fischer reported that Fort William Parkway is the #4 street on the City’s chart of targets for traffic calming.  Neighbors petitioned for action last September.  The issue is further complicated by overflow parking from residents of town homes on Duke Street who park their excess cars for 3 or 4 days at a time on Fort William Pkwy.  Various solutions were discussed.  Joe Fischer, Bill Dickinson, Dan Kelly and Dick Hobson are following this issue.

MEMBERSHIP

Frank Putzu and Cindy Gurne reported that two mailings are being prepared, one for renewals and one for new members.  Also a flyer describing the SHA and benefits of membership.

SHA WEBSITE

Bill Dickinson suggested that our By-Laws and the SHA Strategic Plan should be posted on the website.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:00 PM

Respectfully submitted,

Gordon O. F. Johnson, Secretary

