Minutes of the 

Seminary Hill Association, Inc.
2010 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

November 9, 2010

The Annual Membership Meeting of the Seminary Hill Association, Inc., (SHA) was called to order at 7:35 PM in the auditorium of the Virginia Theological Seminary by President Nancy Jennings.  She introduced the current officers and board members and thanked VTS for their hospitality.  She also commented on the loss of the historical chapel on the VTS grounds due to a tragic fire.  President Jennings also welcomed former Vice-Mayor Andrew McDonald to the meeting.  VTS  Head Ian Markham welcomed all the attendees and discussed the loss of the 129 year old chapel.  He said it was probably a total loss and it was caused by an accident.  He said he would keep SHA informed of any future plans to replace the chapel.

The agenda for the meeting was approved, as were the 2009 minutes.  Treasurer Jack Sullivan reported that SHA has a total of $27,827.87 available resources.

Deputy Police Chief and SHA Police Liaison Hassan Aden reported on crime in the SHA area.  Major crime throughout Alexandria was reduced by 1.8% and specifically 7.5% in the SHA area.  Two Alexandria community Based Police Officers then showed a film clip showing how they are cleaning up graffiti on signs and buildings using a cost effective cleaning agent. 

President Jennings reported on the major activities of SHA during the past year.  In particular, she reported on (1) the need for a traffic ramp on I-395 to help alleviate traffic congestion due to the soon to be completed BRAC 133 building for the Army, (2) the Beauregard Small Area Plan and its affects and possible impact on the Strawberry Hill Small Area Master Plan within the SHA boundary, (3) the problems and ongoing solutions to issues at Fort Ward Park, (4) issues associated with lights and noise at TCW High School – particularly as it relates to potential Friday night football games, (5) the successful lobbying to stop a proposed City Council Storm Water Management Fee, and (6) the fact that all these issues are on the SHA Web Site for further information.

A slate of Officers for SHA for 2010 – 2011 was proposed and approved including Nancy Jennings as President, Bruce McCarthy as Vice President, Dick Hayes as Secretary, and Area Representatives.

President Jennings next introduced the guest speaker, Ms. Suzanne Maxey, Principal of TCW High School.

Principal Maxey, in her first year as Principal, provided a very informative broad overview of her policies and new staff structure.  She discussed the fact that TCW was now in a Transformation category designed to increase Annual Yearly Progress (AYP) in the school.  This is a critical process designed to return TCW to a higher academic standard.  She discussed the many new programs instituted at TCW this academic year and the fact that the students like and embrace them.  Following her presentation, Principal Maxey answered several questions from the audience and received a well deserved ‘thank you’ from the audience at the conclusion of her remarks.

The meeting adjourned at 9:30 PM

