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RESOLUTION OF SEMINARY HILL ASSOCIATION, INC.
IN SUPPORT OF REPAVING, MANAGING CONGESTION AND IMPROVING SAFETY ON SEMINARY ROAD
Adopted April 11, 2019

WHEREAS Seminary Road is an important arterial for residents, commuters and parents, is in sub-optimal condition due to potholes and other hazards, and is in dire need of repaving; the City of Alexandria plans to repave Seminary Road in September 2019; 

WHEREAS traffic congestion during rush hours on Seminary Road is overwhelming, and speed of traffic during non-rush hours, little or no buffer between Seminary Road and sidewalks, and few safe crossings are continuing safety concerns;

WHEREAS Seminary Road between Howard Street and Quaker Lane consists of four lanes, and varies from 46 to 48 feet wide; The City of Alexandria will maintain four lanes between Howard Street and I-395 with yet to be determined safety improvements;

WHEREAS the 3 Alternatives presented by the City of Alexandria for Seminary Road in October 2018, and March 25, 2019, in support of reforms between Howard Street and Quaker Lane fail to balance the traffic congestion and safety concerns;

IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED that Seminary Hill Association (SHA) supports maintaining four lanes on Seminary Road between Howard Street and Quaker Lane with the following traffic and safety improvements:

1. Maintaining four lanes and narrowing the lanes to not less than 10.5 feet for each of the four lanes, consistent with similar arterials in Alexandria and an established technique for managing traffic speed;
2. Extending the “grassy” portion of the curb between the sidewalks and street on each side of Seminary Road by up to 3 feet on each side, presenting a safety buffer;
3. Placing on-demand Rectangular Rapid Flash Beacon (RRFB) for pedestrian crosswalks at appropriate locations on Seminary Road, to be initiated by a pedestrian or bicyclist seeking to cross Seminary Road;
4. Evaluating the feasibility and effectiveness of creating a new right turn only lane on the eastbound corner of Seminary Road and Howard Street, which would result in two through lanes and one right turn lane to provide better access to Inova Alexandria Hospital; and
5. Urging the Alexandria Police Department to increase speed enforcement along Seminary Road to strictly enforce the 25 MPH speed limit.

