


Resolution of the Seminary Hill Association, Inc., Board of Directors 

On Woodbine Expansion


Whereas, the Seminary Hill Association, Inc. (SHA), has 349.5 acres of land within its boundaries that are designated in the Master Plan as an “institutional use,” which represents 30.3 percent of the total so designated land in Alexandria, and all of it with underlying zoning for single family housing; and 

Whereas, in order to make the Woodbine commercial “Alexandria Memory Care Facility” possible on a single family zoned parcel within an institutional-use designated area, the City Planning Staff has determined that the parcel can be rezoned to RB/Townhouse, a zone that allows nursing homes with a special use permit (SUP); and 

Whereas, the staff decision appears to be “arbitrary and capricious” and not supported by language in the Municipal Zoning code or the Master Plan, neither of which contain a provision defining “institutional use” to include nursing homes; and

Whereas, if this staff decision is allowed to stand, a precedent will be set that would allow institutional-use parcels within Seminary Hill to be down-zoned to RB/Townhouse in the future and by SUP to any such uses as are permitted within that zone, not just nursing homes but potentially to include rooming houses, appliance repair shops, and other commercial enterprises; and 

Whereas, Seminary Hill is a community of single-family homes, any such change would be detrimental to the quality of life of our residents;

[bookmark: _GoBack]Now therefore, the SHA Board of Directors formally expresses opposition to the proposal to rezone the subject parcel from R-8 to RB as an example of “spot zoning” that would create a precedent threatening the future rezoning of institutional-use parcels within our boundaries.  The Board respectfully requests the Planning Commission and City Council reject the staff determination allowing such rezoning and disapprove the Woodbine application. 

Unanimously adopted on January 8, 2015.
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