December 6, 2016

Good Morning,

Members of the Seminary Hill Association, Inc. (SHA), had three main concerns about the expansion of Patrick Henry School and its recreation center:  the preservation of green space, a structural integrity to the new building, and a design for vehicle traffic that kept it on Taney Avenue rather than sending it onto Latham Street, which is a residential street with visibility and safety issues.

The City established a neighborhood Advisory Group that worked very hard throughout the two-year process, with all City departments involved, to inform and design this new school.  SHA’s representative Mary Biegel did an excellent job as did Councilwoman Del Pepper.  The Advisory Group recommended a different option from the one that is Item 8 on the docket of the Planning Commission for Dec 6, 2016.  The option they recommended last May took into account our members concerns.  Time and money was spent to flesh out the recommended option but then, just two months ago, the ACPS and School Board chose to pursue a different design, which is now on the docket, which puts bus and truck traffic onto neighborhood streets.  

The process by which the School Board adopted this other design rather than the one recommended by the Advisory Group was flawed—very rapid and without adequate public notice—and has resulted in a poorer design for the new school that will lower the value of homes on residential streets—for tax purposes and resale—and will create pedestrian safety issues.  

Seminary Hill members ask that you NOT approve the request Development Special Use Permit #2016-0009 and direct the applicant to relocate the bus access to the school from Taney Avenue rather than from Latham Street.

Thank you for creating a better future for our families and children.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Very truly yours,
Nancy R. Jennings
President, SHA
