City Council of Alexandria, Virginia 
Public Hearing Meeting
Saturday, December 17, 2016

2.  Public Discussion Period
Concerns about Plans for Schools
By
Nancy R. Jennings


Good Morning:

My name is Nancy Jennings and I live at 2115 Marlboro Drive.  I am President of the Seminary Hill Association, Inc., but I speak on my own behalf during this item.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Seminary Hill has nine schools within its boundaries that have all completed projects to expand their capacity during the past two centuries.  The projects of the five private schools (Virginia Theological Seminary, Episcopal High School, Beth El Temple, and St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes) 
are less frequent and less costly than those at the four ACPS schools (T. C. Williams, Minnie Howard, Hammond and Patrick Henry).  In the coming months as the School Board requests additional funding—$515 M for capital improvements became $611 M on Thursday night (Dec 15)—please ask for a comprehensive game plan about how these funds will meet the educational needs of our children rather than the needs of non-ACPS programs that are housed in the limited space of our schools.  Also, make sure the plan does not waste taxpayer time and money on developers’ grand ideas for complicated construction projects.

It’s obvious that City staff has no game plan to provide enough school capacity in our City.  They promote plans to build more residential units and to convert commercial and retail uses to residential.  In the past, the Planning staff refused to factor in the need for schools when they designed small area plans; thus, we have the Landmark/Van Dorn (2008) and Beauregard (2012) plans without any schools and I’m hearing that the school in the Potomac Yard (2010) plan was reduced and may disappear.  Meanwhile, the number of additional residential units approved for our City grows—about 13,000 are in the pipeline now—but plans for schools languish.

The ACPS game plan remains disjointed and reactive.  We spent more than a year planning a new Patrick Henry School—you have the DSUP on the docket for later today—but it’s not as good as it could be, because the ACPS deemed no swing space could be used during construction.  Recently the Superintendent announced additional plans to build or rebuild four more schools and included the possibility of using Lee Center as swing space and the renovation of a vacant commercial building into a school, which might also be swing space.  Maybe the ACPS game plan should be for FIVE schools and Patrick Henry School could get a better design.

In conclusion, we need better plans for our children and look to you for direction.

Thank you.
