City Council of Alexandria, Virginia 
October 13, 2018

Docket Item #9
Text Amendment #2018-0007  Lighting for Congregate Recreational Facilities


Good Morning

My name is Nancy Jennings and I live at 2115 Marlboro Drive.  I am president of the Seminary Hill Association, Inc., band will speak on its behalf in opposition to this text amendment.  

Earlier I sent to you the resolution Seminary Hill passed on September 23rd that requested this item be withdrawn from the docket and be subject first to public scrutiny and a vetting process by City officials. 

I further argue that since four of you on Council are lame ducks—going off soon—you should not be making this decision.  

This text amendment is a fast-tracked hidden effort to put stadium lights on the field at T. C. Williams High School—where they are not appropriate—and it has unintended consequences for neighborhoods throughout the whole City.  This amendment will permit 80-foot lighting structures on every playing field—public or private—which by my count is 34—and on 18 dog parks.  For the record, I will read only the fields:

1. Alexandria Country Day School
2. Angel Park—across the street from Councilman Chapman’s home
3. Bishop Ireton High School—in Clover College Park near where Mark Jinks, the City Manager, lives
4. Carlyle Park
5. Chambliss Park
6. Chinquapin Park
7. Episcopal High School
8. Ewald Park
9. Founders Park
10. Four Mile Run Park
11. George Mason Park—in your area, Mayor Silberberg
12. George Washington Middle School—near the neighbors of Vice Mayor Wilson and Councilman Bailey
13. Grace Episcopal School
14. Hammond Middle School
15. Hunter/Miller Park
16. Immanuel Lutheran School
17. James Polk Elementary School
18. Jefferson Houston Elementary School 
19. John Adams Park
20. Joseph Hensley Park
21. Lyles-Crouch School
22. Montgomery Park
23. Mount Vernon Rec Center
24. Nannie Lee Center
25. Parker Gay Stadium at T. C. Williams High School
26. Patrick Henry Elementary School
27. Potomac Yard Park
28. Powhatan Park
29. St. Stephens & St. Agnes Lower School—perhaps near Councilman Lovain’s home
30. St. Stephens & St. Agnes Upper School
31. Stevenson Park
32. Taney Avenue Park
33. William Ramsay Elementary School
34. Windmill Hill Park

One of my neighbors argues that Fort Ward Park should be exempt from this Text Amendment because the Park has a management plan—worked out with City staff, neighbors, and the owners of the cemetery in the Park—that specifies a different process for proposed uses.  

One could argue that the Parker Gray stadium at T. C. Williams should also be exempt from this Text Amendment because of Condition 85 in the DSUP that has been in effect since the creation of T. C. 

I ask that you deny this amendment because it lacks both community outreach and input from property owners.  Send it back to City officials for proper public scrutiny and possible limitations.  Then after the election in November, the new Mayor and members of Council can revisit it taking into consideration the City’s plans for locating new schools and the acquisition of new park and open spaces.

Thank you.


[bookmark: _GoBack]Resolution of the Board of Directors of Seminary Hill Association, Inc.

Re:  Text Amendment #2018-0007  Lighting for Congregate Recreational Facilities


Whereas, the Alexandria Planning Commission is to consider on October 2 a text amendment to the Zoning Code entitled “Lighting for Congregate Recreational Facilities” that potentially could have adverse effects on virtually every neighborhood in the City of Alexandria; and

Whereas, this text amendment would permit 80-foot lighting structures on every playing field, public or private, over the entire City; and

Whereas, a sweeping change of this magnitude to the Zoning Ordinances normally requires considerable community outreach by the City and ample input by homeowners and others potentially affected before any formal action by the Planning Commission and City Council; and

Whereas, on this text amendment there appears to be a lack of transparency and a rush to judgment, 

Now therefore: the Board of Directors of Seminary Hill Association, Inc., respectfully requests that the item be withdrawn from the Planning Commission docket of October 2, 2018 and be subject first to public scrutiny and a vetting process by City officials.

Adopted by the Board of Directors on September 23, 2018
