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As a result of concerns expressed by Seminary Hill residents, Yon Lambert—head of Transportation & Environmental Services (T&ES) for the City of Alexandria—invited members of Seminary Hill Association, Inc. (SHA)—President Nan Jennings, Vice President Carter Flemming, and Jack Sullivan, Area 5—to meet with him and staff members to discuss concerns about the possible reconfiguration of Seminary Road in conjunction with its repaving in the Spring of 2019.  The meeting took place at City Hall on the afternoon of August 22, 2018.

The delegation used the opportunity to communicate the results of the SHA meeting on August 13th that was attended by 76 persons.  A copy of the minutes of that meeting, including the summary comments of speakers, was provided to T&ES.  The delegation reiterated the consensus of those attending against reduction of the roadway to one lane each way, stated SHA’s desire to work with staff on safety issues, and stressed the importance of listening to those for whom Seminary Road is a major daily route.  

The question of process—what takes roadway restructuring out of the hands of the City Staff and puts it before City Council—was answered:  Once a decision is rendered by the City any citizen can appeal the matter and then it automatically goes to City Council, which has the authority to reject or amend.

The way forward:  Currently T&ES is providing information to a Virginia-based contractor; a firm with “experts” on transportation.  The consultants’ report is expected this Fall 2018, at which time T&ES will have a general community meeting at a site to be determined in the West End.  Following that gathering Mr. Lambert expressed a willingness to come to a SHA meeting to discuss the recommendations.  At some point the recommended design will go to the Transportation and Parking Board for approval.  If anyone objects to their decision, it can be appealed to City Council.

Comment:  Clearly the concerns expressed by Seminary Hill residents in letters to the editor, emails to officials, and through other avenues have had a salutary effect.  Such expressions should be continued!
